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4 Preaching on Peace. [Jan. 

the impression was, that the Society, or its leading representatives, 
had not done so ; but, however this may have been, we shall here- 
after adhere strictly to the course thus prescribed, while we leave 
every one, on his own responsibility alone, to embrace and avow, on 
any and all other subjects, whatever views he pleases. We invite to 
co-operation men of every sect, every party, and all modes of rea- 
soning for peace, provided they will actually help us do away the 
custom of war. It was for the purpose of rendering " their co- 
operation practicable, consistent and cordial," as directed by the 
Society's very explicit and almost unanimous vote at its last annual 
meeting, that the main article of the revised constitution, copying 
from the basis of the London Peace Convention, is thus expressed — 
Regarding War as inconsistent with Christianity, and the true in- 
terests of mankind, the sole object of this Society shall he to seek its. 
abolition, and promote universal and permanent Peace. If such co- 
operation can be secured without any change of the constitution, 
probably none would be insisted on ; and we suppose it could have 
been secured by a wise continuance of the liberal and conciliatory 
course begun and pursued under Mr. Ladd ; a course which invited 
all, and aimed to exclude none 3 that would labor for the abolition 
of war. 



PREACHING ON PEACE. 

We have always looked to the pulpit as our chief ally. More 
than a dozen years ago we made a special call upon ministers to 
plead the cause of peace as a part of the gospel, and as one of God's 
chosen instrumentalities for reclaiming the work! to himself. This 
proposal met with very genera! favor ; and ecclesiastical bodies re- 
sponded by adopting similar resolutions. We offered gratuitously to 
furnish with a copy of our periodical every minister who would 
preach to his people once a. year on the subject, and obtained a 
pledge to this effect from more than one thousand pastors, chiefly 
in New England. The practice, thus started under the Society's 
auspices, has continued and extended until it promises to become 
pretty general through the land. During the past year we have sel- 
dom found a preacher who had not in some way discussed the sub- 
ject in the pulpit ; and, as a strong but not unfair specimen of the 
feeling among most ministers of the gospel in New England, if not 
in other parts of the country, our Secretary, on visiting a large town 
in the vicinity of Boston a few months after the Mexican war broke 
out, was informed that several pastors there had, for some time be- 
fore, preached on the subject as often as once a month. 

Such facts are full of promise. The ambassadors of the Prince 
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of Peace ought to be, must be, will be the great leaders and cham- 
pions of this cause as peculiarly their own. Already is it much 
indebted to their efforts and influence in its behalf; but we cannot 
help feeling, that as a body they have not yet done a tithe of what 
they might and should do to banish war from Christendom, and 
usher in the universal reign of peace on earth. The cause is ob- 
viously attracting more and more of their attention ; and we trust 
the day is not far distant when the pulpit will every where open the 
full strength of its moral batteries upon this most fearful sin and 
scourge. 

Especially <loes the present crisis call aloud for such an advocacy 
of peace by all Christian ministers throughout our country. No 
pulpit should be silent; but every preacher of a peaceful gospel 
should now lift up his voice in fearless, Christian rebuke of war, and 
in earnest pleadings for the restoration of peace, and its continuance 
through all coming time. O, if all the thousands of ministers in 
our land would promptly do in this regard what they might and 
should, how soon would the sword be sheathed, the work of le- 
galized robbery and murder cease, and these sister republics repose 
again in peace.. 



AN EXAMPLE OP WAR-LOGIC AND LAW. 

The papers have teemed with accounts of the late tragedy at Richmond, 
Va. Myers, suspecting the fidelity of his wife, went to the lodgings of her 
supposed paramour, and deliberately shot the defenceless Hoyt. Myers 
was tried for this cold-blooded irrajder, and acquitted by a Virginia court on 
the principle, that the provocation justified the deed! 

" Here," says a contemporary (Philad.) journal, '" is a monstrous admission. 
No state of society of which we have ever read or heard in any country, 
savage or civilized, has sanctioned a view of the moral duties so fiend-like 
and revolting. It seems that this general rule is qualified by the sage qual- 
ification that, if the provocation be only imagined or suspected, the rule does 
not apply. Let us take this singular law, for it has been recognized by a 
sworn court of justice as the law of the land, in its application to an every 
day case. Imagine a jealous husband called upon, as the executor of Vir- 
ginia law, to the duty of murder. Who is the accuser? The husband. Who 
the judge? The husband. Who the jury? His passions. What the 
testimony? His suspicions. Who the executor ? Still the husband. The 
Virginia construction throws this entire jurisdiction upon the party most 
inflamed, most incapable of judgment, often ignorant, always excited, and in 
every point of view disqualified for so strange a responsibility. Yet the law 
thus addresses him : 'If you be wronged, and of that you are now the sole 
judge, kill the object of your resentment ; it will be an act for which we will 
applaud you.' " 

Such is the law and logic of war. Take our present contest with Mexico ; 
and how exact its resemblance to the Richmond assassination ! Who is the 
accuser? We. Who the judge ? We. Who the jury ? Our prejudices 
and passions. What the testimony ? Our evil surmises. Who the execu- 
tor ? Still ourselves, or the professional butchers whom we have hired to 
do the work of blood for us. Such is war, called by some a process of jus- 
tice! Justice? Yes; the justice of tigers or fiends. 
1* 



